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“l act upon the craziness

of what | think.”

kes.

L)

Prince Paul wants you
is jO

to get h

WORDS: JESSE SERWER

TITLE ILLUSTRATION: EVAQ
PHOTOS: PETER AGOSTON

and T was re-introduced 1o him. His wite sug-

Berme

t's casy 1o rawle ofl Prince Paul’s resume-boy won-

a record wgether, and he was up tor

Newkirk is working on it with me, and T

gested we do
it. My m

der D] for Stetsasonic, producer of the first three

I

411

sound bwoy lor Chris Rock, one half of the category-
killing Handsome Boy Modeling School. Where the

e La Soul albums, inventor of the hip-hop skit,
Long Island native has muly come into his own is

it, it

is a lot of trust, which

have a feeling if evervihing goes as we envision

:L__'lﬂl'.lfl album, There

shiould be o

ol i another.

bt clill

makes it casy in one sense

There's a lot of pressure to create something good

in the series of unmgue albums he's done under his

" have to rise o the occasion.

but it's good because |

own mame: 1907 s P.'.'_u.'.l'm.'e.lu]f‘.'.'i is. 1994%'s Prence .'Hrlrh'-'g

Thieves, 2008's Politics of the Business, and this year's

vou told me ilsTRUmental

v

e

&

Last 1

s TR Umiental=all misunderstond treatises that show a

I talked to you,

to he the last Prince Paul record. Is that

still the case

was going
The next

vestless but rich imagination. Despite a bruacful year

E
"

'r:||f'g-

that has seen the emergence of The Dix—an

eloy will be the last. 1F 1

Prmoe Paul record 1

=hh'd IE:I I'THILS

edly legendary but forgotten unit with doo

e relevam or necessary 1 would prohably

100
inake more records. T nught make a children's record,
or another Dix recore. The next vear 1s goim

felr 1 was

ATIOUS gag

consisting of Prince Paul crew members like Mr, Len

and an arsenal of dick jokes (actually a hik

w10 he

=

making

and Paul Barman}-Paul says he's giving up

15 for me, and the end ol a

the h:_'giuning ol a Tew e1

albums of his own. In a series of recent conversations,

-

FOITE

tew eras, and that is definitely one of them. I am

Paul told XLRSK he might have better things in stare.

to start putting myself in the background more,

Hey Paul. What are you doing right now?

You got

S0 what was the idea behind itsTRUmental?

Maostly kid stuff. I've been away so much this year so 1

a lot of random things going on. | love that dance-

hall song about donuts.

have all these domestic things T have o do, 'm starging

this Bernie Worrell project, making music with my man
Newkirk, Me and Hank Shocklee are supposed o be

e Fun, asked me to

Peter Agostorn, wha runs Femal

beats [rom a couple

lo an instrumental albom, Tt has

doing a record together so we've been sithing arouncd,

ol

alb 1t 1 did

ack, some of it

my w ark, Some

clillerent ]Jm'inclre. of

Just analvaing music. We are trying to oreate something

totally different so it has to have o blueprint

an advanced instrumentil

the 805, one song is from a four-1r

15 ADAT, It's kined ol like

“The

[irs.

hased on a true story of Newkirk

album—~there are some vocals where

How did this ]:lrujt_'l:t with [P‘.’].[‘Hﬂml!nh"]'_uﬂk&d.l:“::

kevhoardist] Bernic Worrell come about? 1 know

he's a hero of yours...

L

Boston Top,” tha

buving a Boston cream donut where the cing came

L,

off like a magic shell in one picce, It was vather ode

I met him in the carly "90s and we talked tor a bit,

Last vear I was asked to be in a documentary about

s we macle a SOME about 1L
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“Hip-hop Is
not about
wearing a
bulletproof
vest.”

HLARR 4

Fhringe Fasl with kls 8 TED senial oullsleosabai

Mi. Desd, SMlagger Morm, MC Paul Barmuie, R, and Newllil

What about something like the Dix record? How
did you wind up connecting doo-wop, dick jokes
and picking up women?

I don’t know where these ideas come from, | eSS
just from being bored and silly. 1 haven't really
grown up. People rarely act on the ideas that pop
ito their heads becanse they think i is w.u.;p;iq[ 0l
[arfetched or they don't want Lo put m the elforn.

I act upon the cazncss of what | think. Each idea
I come up with 1 wonder how ANy record labels
I will get dropped from with i, and then 1 just go
for it (laughs). 1§ nobody else cares 1 made myvselfl
happy. XNothing [ do s ever really intentional-even
with (3rd Bass’) “Gas Face,” whweh was one of the
only hus 1 have had, the drum programming was a
mistake [ kept. I'm the guy who, if [ don’t have 1o
be .'|||:.1.*.||1;-| e Al o S ilic tme, | wall pust sit there
and davdream. 1 drive my old Luly evazy “cause

'l dlavelream when she talks o me. 1 know how o
amuse mysell. 1 don't know it that's good or bad
because it prevents me rom making normal, acces-
sible music that people like.

Talk about the cast of characters that turns up on
your records. People who have been following
your career since Three Feet might know Newkirk,
and Mr. Dead was in Metabolics.

:'n-['l.' CTEW lll. I-I it‘l][th AlC |.Ekl.." ol i.II:I'III.I_'d'i |I'H'Ii||!|l" !llll WL

[N LT []'IL'I_"_'-i:I'_. -[ !Il_'ll:' A0 1) I'I sli L I.‘IrII'II.'El'l- |[Ih||.|ll;"'~ |EI;I|
are hizarre hike that. That's basically who The Dix
are. Mr. Dead-who 15 Peter O Tool, the frontman for
the Dix—is an 1:||'|T.'!||'.-'F}L'-:| e, Yesns will see iom in

a lot of things that | do in the next few vears, He is
onc of those guys that gets it It is important 1o have
people that work with you who, if you bring up an
idea. they can expound upon it as opposed o saying
i's stupid. With the nght opportunity, he has the
IH"H'IHT.'II ‘I.?!-llﬂ.'ill!." = | 5!.|.th.'t'!|f-|.|' EI-l,,'i FLATES - II.I‘ 1:1I-H"‘- IFLH. et
where black 0] ile don't go. He goes o thiee ligont om
evervthing the way someone like Jim Carrey does.

Yeah, hip-hop has gotten so far away from the vibe
vou tap into that it seems like comedy might be
the best venue for someone like you. But if you're
offbeat in hip-hop your audience is limited (o col-
lege-age white kids.

Musically there is only so [ar that 1 can go. More
and more the creatve and expernnmental doors ol
exposure are closing. You got the internet, but who
Il.l.,'i_l.'l.b ||'|i.i[.: | hl."ll:' |"|- 00 JIRLLL II. t]ﬂ.l'l Ly t-I!H.'I Ihrm:!.:'h
jI'I'Ill, () [A] iII'HIIHHi.HII ||'I."|':|.|l.'|.d I“.. .Ill.l: jL'i_IhI 1.'|'|'||!‘|| I wins il
Tommy Boy and 1 made Poyclhoanralyas, Bambaataa
plaved some of it on his Zwlu Nation show, Prinee
dmong Tlieves got played on the major stanons
might, Now vou will never get played on the radio.
What would you do if you weren't making music?
| was known as a wrter for a hot sccond,
Sickelodeon approached me a while back alter

| was involved with the Chrs Rock Show but then
Viacom lad off the whole ii:'j wrtment. | am going
to start wniting again. Come up with something

real 5111]:{“1 anil see il anvhody likes it

Are you working on anything right now?

| developed a show o piich 1o BETL Their wr-
iTl;_'_ Is Il'rll] .H]II [I“.' :"-Illﬂ'-'!'i sl JI'II I'iIFII'. I HI“HI'._.'.I"
thiev needed t:l]ltr!l'li]‘.l:;! fresh o0 jpult Ill‘.;_t'llll'l 3
talk show like a black Conan O’ Brien. Alter work-
ing with Chns Rock and Chappelle, 1 think 1 have
an edge, though I'm not as lunny as those guys. |
don’t think BET sees the bnllamee. They want wo
piggyback on what evervone 15 doing but poorly.
Have you seen Cellege Hill? Oh my god. And |
can't got a show? You got 1o be kidding! “That's my
life story, | don't stress it too much. People always
point out the stull 1 have done but | sull don't leel
like 1 have gotten that big break. Yeah | had a few
I'ﬂ_'l'_l_'l[l,l:l I_JI_J.l".I" I!i} 1II|J| 1‘\ L ReyCy '_:_““I_'II Lie Ihi' !Hl'.l“'
where 'm comlonable. T doubt I'l get 1o tha
point but, really, I'm not even close. Keeping i
real doesn’t concern me-wha concerns me is tha
people freak out when they hear what U'm doing

I get cntazed lor that but [ know ap-hap s not
about wearing a bulletproof vest.

Frince Paols TR Usentaf is out pow on Female Pan Records.
The Dix’s The Arf of Ficking Up Wamen/The Bie anod Falf of the Hx
EPDFT is oul now on Smacks Reeorels,

wwwcul turanorg femalefun, wwwdummysmac kscom



