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Three generations of the Chin family are now represented
at VP Records, the New York City-based reggae powerhouse
founded by Patricia Chin and her late husband Vincent
(a.k.a. "Randy") in 1979. While her sons Christopher and
Randy took over most operations from their parents some
years ago, Ms. Chin-known affectionately by VP staff and
artists as Miss Pat-is still a daily, grandmotherly presence
at the companys headquarters. overseeing aspects like the
Riddim Driven clothing line.

2008 marksChins50lh ye inlhe record
induslry lis also been three decadessinc€ she
and Vincent left Jamaica, West Indies (khere
lhey had run KinSston rccod shop Randy s
and the iam€dStudio 17) lorthesimilarly
naned (but lestumuhuout Janaica, Queens.
ln that rime, vP has:lrown lrom a dislribulor
and record store to an anist'l endlylabel
rcsponsible lor launchingSean Paul, Beenie
Man and Mavadoonio the wodd stage. And
noq with itsacquisition ol Creensleeves
Recods (fam€dy VP's largestconpetitot, the
label that touG itsell as'milesahead in re88ae
nusic nayactuallybe the onlySame in town
when il cones to giving reggae dancehall,
and soca arlisls a wo dwide platforn. XrRaR
rcc€nllyvisiled MissPat at VP headquarteG ior
adiscusion abouthd lamily, reggae's place in
lh€ newdigitalmarketplace, and whelh€r lhe
lab€ls new nonopolylike dominance is a good

XrRaR: How mry p€ople froD lhe
fmtly e nN ttrvolved h VP?
Pablcla ChinrMythree kids are inlolved,
which is my two sons and my dau8hler [Angela
chungl and also my stepson [Cliv€ Chin]. and
nayb€ about live grandkids. My sister had a
bnnch in Florida butsh€s closed it about a

CliEl oEr u a producer predate.
vP, but how dld ev€ryone elre flnd hb
or her rlche r.lthtD the coDpmy?
Joel, Clive s son, is on the produ.tionside, and
mydau8hlerdoes retail and dhvibution lin
Floidal My gnnddaughler Slepha n ie is he lping
mewith Riddim Diiven, ourclothing line. The
est are just se€ing whal they lik€ best. My 15
yea.old ghndson is into lashion andheslhe

one I bounce lhingsorlol r€garding clolhes He
knowsall aboul whall goingon, whatcolo6
people arew€aing. Sonetimeshe comes in to

lVPs retailstore in Qleensl on theseekend
and amnges ihe clothing displays lor ne

I oee a lot ofvinyl domltain. ReSga€
ha beetr slower to eDbnce the dlSltrl
revolu on tban oth€r g€nre., but lt
finally *eDB to be happ€Ding. How t.
th8t chalgtng the way you do thttrg!?
It's delinilelt changing lhings at Ia] rapidspeed
bul the corc still doesntlike CDs. Digital is good
becauseyou can input a lot ofnlsic-itseasiel
to cary to thedances But the real peopl€ who
lov€ n lrom lh€ir hea sslillgo lwiihlvinyl.lt\
the image.Ils more ex.itingwhen the DJ cones
in wnh a bigboxol records. The Slamour ol
having a DJ is bein! lost because oldigital Lik€
everything else, itwill come bacheventually

You've certalnly re€n a drop b.al€8,
though...
Yes, becauselh€ young people arc nore into
downloading. lt d€linitely has d@pped.

Hd do your sl8 breat d n,

I d say 70% olsal€sar€ still on CDs. LPsales are
maybe 7.10%. and digital isrcally going up lts
l015% now but its isinS

As a dktrlbutor, VP ha. hl.tortcally sold
a loi of 456. Do rou ee 4tu betng phed

I think jtt goin! tocome around.l can see LPs
lconingbackl. Liule by little, people arc trying
to catch back theonesthey didn t hav€.It! the
noslalgia ol having the prcductinlh€irhand ..
People wanl to go back 50 yea6 lo see hoF

the coverlooked, what people were wearing
That s why wele bringing back old€r titles now
Itwontsellas much as il did berore but people
who are reggae love6who naybe w€re not
born thenwant to see dhat lheymised

TeU D€ rboul the ld€a behtnd your nw
mhlval label, 17 North Parad€.
Ba.khome inJanaica ther€ was a lot o'
rccordings myhusband didwith clile and ny
brctherin law Keith Chin Theyused torunthe
studiorand lh€re was so many rccods made
Al thattime, naybe you only locused on one
record, bul ther€ were 20 or 50 sonSs made
at the same time Even with Bob Marley, you
se€ n€w rccods coming outbecause at lh€
tine they weren\ rated, butpeople ae going
backward loseewhalwe nissed. A lot olold,
re{eleased stull is Soing to com€ out lthrough
l7 Noflh Paradel And we've acquted a lot ol
catalog tom otherproduce$and labels, like
Joe Oibbs. Ch annel One, Penthous€, Jam n,6.

Itt beo sugge6ted that your acqul.ltlon
ol Gr€en.l€eve. l.n't a good thtng
for regga€/daft€harLan th€ mu3tc
shouldn'i coDe frem ore place. WiU
Gr€€nlle€ve3 rttu b€ 6r Ind€p€dent
lab€l even though you om it?
we've taken the best enployees from
Greensleeves and given them reiln lo do what
they do. So lh€y re separate but notsepade.
Some people mighlsay lits] negative bul a
lol ol people have said lhey ae happy we re
lreeping the label alive. We werc comp€titoE
but rhey contributed a lot to reggae. we respect
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Wlll GreeNleeves stiU b€ an independent
label with lt6 own arttst6 or will lr be
rtrlclly a catalog lahel uDder VP?
Ithjnk ir will evenh(rlr b€ tolded inro one Itabet.
with VPl. F.f now h€ hav-" ro keep it as ir is I nr
gotng to nrake mt' son Randv answer llrdr quesrion
kdtk Rand\ in lr.tn d nea,br n.n).

RandyChi'r: Itsill still b. dstandalonc tabel
cre€nsleeves is alsl) a publishi.g companr'-rhat!
rhr brgg€stfrrt and lhar w llstaythe sadre.
TheFssorn€ me4i.g ol th€ two..mtanies
9.08on,butr lsmoreont l r . l )ack€nds .nnd
durketi.g iot th€ a&R s de.lr has a!cr! disrincr
hrstory and I€el, so w.reant ir to *ayseparar€
lf you Dow owd creeBleeves, aren't you
in effe.t 3igning ihe artists tbey 6ign?

RC: The osr.^hip is common bur rts a s.pdnre
coryohle €nht! lhe codlracrs ladisls have]
Jre wilh Cre€nsl.eves, not VP Ther€ are annrs
that are s.ft ol legacywith rhem and rh.l Nill
..ntnr€. Busysigdiihad a prerir{rs aibun wirrr
l l remaDdhel lputhisn€walLuJnourrhtr \ 'g l j

Mis Pal, recently VP has sign€d nai.ly
root. reggae artl6t6 lile f,tana atrd
Jamelody as opposed to new dancehatl
arrlsrs, which is what you'ye been mGt
.ncce$tuIat hi.to.icatly. Why i3 rhat?
l)eejars ar-. !sudllysuccessrL'l for a!er! short
spar Bur [rootsanisclh.k lans rh.r rea]l!
suppltrtthem Lran.chrllis boughr l,y aFungrr
(roNd and. as llrey 8et older ifr€vshifl r. ootsor

lo\€rs rnk Sean Pau)isar -.x..pl on Heappeals
rot onLI to tn€young.fcro\{d but rhe middlc
aged gnrt roo so h€ ailL lar l.dlfr Th€ same
p.oplr buying Sean Paula!l Nldlado
todal Nillg. r) the rcotsnusrc wh.d rrev


