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ETANA LIVES UP TO HER NAME
BY JE55E 5ERWER

emale reggae artish almosi always
findthemselves boxed into one of
two categories. There are yoor lexy
dancehalldivas in the vein of Lady
sawor DAngelon one ride, and

"Whe€ver l90, people keep ca ing me Lltre
Tracy Chapman;'Etana eysthrough a giggle. "l
ook at life ike a garden full of dlfferent f oweu,
diffe€nt colo*...The€ are manysidesto me so I

choose to put itallo!tthere, naturally.'
The only girlin a largefamilyof boys, Etana!

musica evoluuon began in Miami,wheFshe
moved with hef motherat age nin€. Sheeventlatty
foLnd heGelf putsuing mainstream stardom,
leavinq collegeto become partofa femate quartet
.alled Glft, but was soon put off by rhe grouCs
suggestive lyricsand @liance on sexy clothes.

'The lastvideo wedid, weweE in V ctoria's
secret lingeie and stietto heeh," Etana exptains. "l
don't know what the camerama n was looking at,
bot I though! 'l don't even knowhim; and watked
offthe set ldecided I was going to 90 to Jamaka
and open up an Intehet caf6." She Rallsanother
incidentwhere a nve yearcld glrlwho recognized
herfrcm clft serenaded herwith herown yrics. "l

lthoughtl,'oh my god, l intbduced this five-year
old girlto sex. lwas so embarrassed, tieltsmater

Etana walked awayfrom the musk busine$,
returning tolamaica in 2004 to puBue her busines
idea. lt was there ihat she embraced Rastafarianism
and decided to shed hefChistian name, Shauna
McKenzie, in favorofan African nametharwou d
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be more refled ve of her peBonality. Sheseleded
Etana, after earning that it meant'The 5t@n9
One," wh ch would ultimately becomethetitle of
hernewly released debutalbum. By200s, she pot
her Internetcaf€ planson hold after she was asked
tojoi i  RcheSpce! band asa b.ckrp s nser

"lwas never interested in being a solo artist. I
wasalways moE inte€sted in starting a company,'
she says.'Bul started realiz ng peoplewere

appeciating meforbelng me{earing my hair
in an Afro, things likethat. On tour people kept
asking Richie'Who! the girl?"

Despite the longiunnlng eggaetraditlon of
€leasing singles recorded on popul h',thm
trackr none of Etanat nume@us hits have been
reorded thk way. ih€ strcrg One features
all oiginal mus c from prodlce6like Robert
Livingston, Dean Fraserand Etana hersell

"When youjump on a lhythm, if your song
doesn't stand oulyou getlost ntheshuffe,"she
says. "And that!justz waste of yrks.ljust put it
o l t theretheway lsee i t . '  i l

consciour Earth mothertypes like Marca criffiths
and Queen lfrica on theother

But reggaeS newest female seniaiion, Etana,
isn't so easy to pin down. Feistyand provocative
yet consummately warm and grounded, the
24'yearold singer^ongwriter f rom August Town,
Kingston has biazed a uniquetEilsince emerging
in 2006with "Wrong Addre$l a heartfelr account
ofjob discrimination against esidents ol poor
communities Though she hastaken the reggae
scene by storm, her rch y tefroed voice and
acoustic g!itardrven songs evoke folk singer Tracy
chapm:n morethan say, Sizzh, and songs tike
'Roots" and "Wariior Love" abound wirh whatA&R
men hight call 'cbssover potential."
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