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s a gilt and a curse. Break boundarnices, navigate diverse

styvles orcatively, and no one knows what to call you. Such has
been the phght of Kudu, the NYC-bascd based 1o « cntered

aroind drummer Deantoin D7 Rirks and vocalist .?;}l'-'l,l

Cordon (but also including kevboardist Nick Kasper), They've

drawn everyone [rom John Cale 1o Beans 1o their homebase
al Nublu, the remately located East Village eclectic music ont-
post where they've held a long-running Tuesday night res
dency, While those who've caught Kudu's h}'p:llullu sets lrom
Haliimonre 1o Turkey are often instantly hooked, no one sccms
alile 1o describie them v thieir Toenicds,

“They are usually such long explanations,” groans Gordon,
a diva-igh stunner who combines the Texan twang ol Ervkah
Badu, the quirky-cool style ol Siouxsic Sioux and the scale
command ol a cocktail lounge jazz singer (on record she also
sphis sequenang/keyboard dutes with Parks). "Somebody
[acually Bip l U and Start Agan author Simon Reynolds, on

s Irlulr] called] us l1n|;|;1-|| goth. | like the |'|::|:1_1,;|_' thit jruls

into my head: goth people on the beach,”

“Urban new wave™ s another approprate, il somewhan
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sound centered around buzzing, Gary Numan-like synths
but informed by hip-hop, Tunk, jazz and drom & bass=hudu
could be 10 New York's robotic white New Wave revival whaan
Prance and his disciples were to the oy Brnsh sounds of iwo
decades ago

Everything comes together on the group’s fivst single, ™ Ba
Star,” on the newly launched Nublu label, which, withom the
aid of a remixer or producer, sounds remarkably dancelloor-
Centered around

ready lor a band that sort of rocks live.

a pulsing. housey throb, Gordon breaks it down with Sali-
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banshee-hke wanl remnmseent of "l.'.mit:..'\ _"'-".hlj-' Carl™ climax

"'\-I':,'p.n-iulm med divections 1o =, ..||".au-h i aned lets oun o
belore an apocalyptic synth rumble washes the song oul.
Holding hudu down s the remarkably resiuned 1), a
[asriner child |:Ili¢t':};{' (and, like Gordon, a Berklee Schiool of
Music grad) who, an the age of six, appearved on Star Search;
as a child, he was also a member of & touring funk band (uniil
s prarenis caught the f";1I-'-|.+r|r1|:'111:||1,;I members tiking drugs).
The Georgia nauve-who's backed Cale and Meshell N'dege
w York
most irequently asked by musicians and bands o jomn them.”

Ocello, among others=might be the “drummer in N
" Fiisiisi Lypes are alwavs like "You're such an ang ang
drummer, you've got 1o realize vour skills=we'll rule the world

with our music!™ Gordon r..ugunf her partner. PFarks adds,
“They don't really get that this is about songs.”
Rudu's fvath of the Party is out now on Nublu Becords.
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