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It's been two years since theCiry Councitpassed
the Downtom Brooklyn Red€veloprnent Plan,
a 60 block re,onins inrended to spur office
construction (and createas many as 18,500
jobs) inthe central business district. Adv(rat6
argue that the cominS condos willcreatea
lons-desired 24f envnonment in a. arca that
can be d€solate at nisht. Critics, however, say
rts main ef fect  has been to spur hrSh-end
resrdeniial development where af fordabl€
housins is in short supply. The As-*xiatioo of
Community Orsanizations fo. Reform Now

audiobooks of his novel, gra"en k a Lifestth,
at a table oppositeFulton Street landrqrk

ATSI^|(E: lh. rutu€ of th6 Futtof, Stel
Mall and the nsture or avaitabre houstngh

lllECOME T l{ts: OrydopEE and rho
marorb oftle !l'.AcoRn and orher
aliod€ble.houshgad@tes,atongwirh
Fulton St@t Mall fEquentets

Atbe€ Square. "This is my target audience:
younAblack and LatiDo women who enjoy
shopping," says Scals. "My book takes plac.e
in Fo( Gre€n€;and I talk about sneakins inlo
the movie th€at€r that used to be on Fulton,
wheri the &ooklyn Tabenacle is now. This
pla€lsmq"

Oth€r ree;d€ntial neighborhoods near
downtown are incrdsingly white and high,
DconE, and ttu folks there, bl, and iarse, don't
shdp on Fultdn Street "With the exc€ption of
Macy's, Fulton MaU isnotreallyused by the
people who live in walking distane," says Sue
Wolfe, president ofthe Uoerum HillAssoci-
ation. "lt just doesD't have the stores or
restaurants that wor d attract us ro cone and
shop. With someenlightened landlords, I think
that could chans€."

But the notion that Fulron Stfeet needs
chansing is problematic. According to the
Fulton Street ImprovemeDt Assxiarion, rents
.un as hiah as $200 a square foot-lrigher
than rn many areas ofSoho. It's the third.
busi€st shopping district in the city and
vacancies are mre. "lt's beloved by the people
who us€ it," says Vicki Weiner, a pres€rvation
specialist res€archer with the Pratt Gnter fo.
Comnunity Development and coauthor of
"Fulton Street Mall: New Skategies for
Pres€rvation and Planning,' a recent study
prepared rn response to the Downtown
Brooklyn plan. "lt s v€ry successful and
siSnificantas a social space, parricularly for
the African-American community, and that
elem€nt of  the mal l  real ly should be
preserued "-/"ss€ Sr/'rrl
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tha'| pravi for Dorintown

";l[Yi]tix;::i::Yfr::;'l;Sffi :1 Broo klvn i s a | | abo ut
ci:::.;;'"";fl',TtrJ;::l?"i1l,jff ll,Tf. exctuorng us,.not
sreatest nurnb€rs. Lavish Sca.s. a former
Corcoran Group broker from nearby Fort
Greene, can be found on most days seltins

including us.
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