
Kaniem Riggins and friends pitch
in to help J Dilla complete a 

^.posthumous mast€rpiec€.
WORDS: JESSE SERTER
PORTRAIT, DRE\g REyNOL"OS
ryPE: DARREN BOOIH

Elrum 
ler n 'nF ro updr€ r '  rurnrdbte shrtr  q, I  in dkpc, l  in D.r ,nn In r . ,  u,d

I  in8h^\e\ond LP'nrn t . { .  h6prJthrd. ldrd.  l i \  n"r 'yan,.} \ t , tcB/\
consumed by musi.. Unsnrprisingly, rhis d€tp r.orcd Lonnecrion .olor€d the
eseen.d p.oducer\dearh a: setl, Halinston hi\t.nsjunninsbarlc with h,pur

'u( 
two days atie. his stones rhror album, D,,r,r, hn rhelves, n kxrk,nly a day

lbr Dilla! g.ieving mother, Maureen yrn.ey. ro turch onr ro BB! R.cords and
urg€ tben ro r€lease Ir, slining, rhe t_p DiUa had $rssled ro codplete berare
htsi.lnessrnt a turn for rhe wors..

Mr. Yhcey and Eddi. B€zatel. Ustab€tnama€. ror BBE and ttEA&R person
on tn€ prcjed, entun€d rhe alhun! .ohprerion k, Kan.i€m Rig8ins, a r.iend
olJat! fron Dekon sho had relftated ro rhe sane L.A. nejghborhood as DiUaj
.hc pair had ,lreadl .ot taborat€d on a seri€s oflive rract, rhar ao.n 7i. sri,ingt

"$'ed ty to capruie .€rtain vib€s aron 2.ecord ne.d dig up, and mak n hn,..
recrlh Rigsins, an acomplisnedj.z dnrmmer who! ba.tcd Bery Ca .r, Ro/
Hargrov€, and Diana K.all ard produced b€as for The Rbk, Comnon. and
Erylah Badu. He was also Dilla! nDin collab.ra.or on 2oots wzknn 2 D.1,oit
{BBE). 

_rl4Lor. 
came fron tive innrunEnk and $e wanr.d td nar rhis one lite

ihat.lay alwq,s tnew exa.tly whar he wan(ed, and €v.rlhing GU into plare. brer
on. he couldn\ really satkanymor€ but even ai itulrine, ht wasjtrmpinson rh€





1

tels, runnins around ro aorcs dnd dissin ldr re(ordr !r ger inspired by,'

Ar rli€ sane dm€, l)illa Far nraknig bcrtr an his MP{iar rh. hou$ he
shr.ed knh hisnturhcr andconmon, and spordi.all) l,ookinsup wnh ran
lil€ Buna Rhynes, Pharoahc Mon(h, rtrd DAngtk). On rw. h.a.lt, Bdbr"
rnd Wont l)o," [c w€n rool wru €xe.DFd {abi a( :iigiiA. Ar rhe time
he passed on Ftlr.urry I0, Dilla had complcrd approxin8klr- 35.n of {har
wourd p.over,he hislaa tullr realized tull lensrh iar€nrcnr. Utr t.avJqnn,
rnorhrr l,Pdutonr Ure. thnyearon Op.mion Unlnoyn Re.ords. isa(onr
pilation ol unr€l€rsed..llab lion\).

Far ffom atrcmptnig a 2I,a. s/e t'h Iboli rtsurrc(tnln, Riggin\ and
B€zahl re.runed (;Dilrl Simp\on, J re.em S!)nes'rhrcs srgnce and good
lricnd of l)illa'i lioD Det.on, and Thc R*ni ala.k lhoualtr b re.ud ?)|
Sntiigi lirul rr.rrs. Dillas falori(e eDBi eers, Bob Powe. rnd l)ave Coolcy,
kdr broushr in b mix rlr ra.l$ dosn

''Rarric,n war rull) in tuft {irhJa,vi coDccpr li!h rhe tJesrnnins, re.alls
Cooley, who .e.orded sonc ratht albuni inni2l sesnrs aM also nunercd
the2lbun. I gd rlt llrlins thar.lay ir nilll$archingovcr]rhis rc(ord. na\,
ing rure cv€ryrhins\.onin8 our.ool.'

llhile 7r? s7rnir{ h J hannted gualnl (hc rn[ rdirLn.es rlr Steven
King nov€l and l,lm ol the sarnc nam.), it rlso brims rnh life aDd rD ov$rll

'ncsase 
ol lov€ (fiD.n,ngs hrve_l()ve in rhe rnk). wi(h 12 roDg: iI36 nin

utes, ir\ (higlu and rlrhe poinr,lile llil .lisii. onrjnrnure genr $nh sltn

"l.otrldn\ tbnr! ol a brner roid nr d.\.ri[ rlk cnersy he Sak offrl]aD
'lovc," says cuiny SiD,pn . Pcoplt sl'o didn\ .eally kne rap Dusic. sno jun

likd n, ar.n't krllr inrpned bv.j l)ilh. Rur rntrn Lxrs, s{x}n a ),oD hea'
him, lr inllurn.?s your wlol.lil i. '

n. $ni' n d 
^!3Ul 

?? o' BaE' lnj

''G€€l Do*n ' fe.., 4u... Rhyd.s

xrri.n Riggins: we wer€ BoiDg ro ge( Busa

ro rhync o. n but thar b.dt jun rp€"ks l(,r

ibell: It\ s2mpl$ al kaz{xx rnd voices nixed

t€e(h€r-I thinkJat di(| nnr (,frl'cvoi.es. All

Bunr hrd t, do wasbring th2r.aden.e. Thel

work€d $ well b8erher

J, Ree Thc lrn .onversarnn, $r h2d *"s

about lhis $nA. Ever), tinr I d go over th€fe,

l'd asr hinr abour it, arcm (hc tinrc ht plJyed

m. tlr san,plc t' rft ime Busb Lnt the v(als

down. Dilla was prcbabll (hirking. l hir lnol
ned! t,8rrk do*n.

"Bzhy" rdt. M.dlib .nd Cuilry Simpsod

Coil.t SimFon: I wa in (llli wnh Dilla k,wa'.1!

fie uil end of lne I'i{ons{ipux eries lan iun}
me4 and rc k6 hndn the ldb, snokin adxl,
a.d sat.hing lhe gan6.Ir qs very€nlightcn-

ins we her€ ahlc to hlt .lbour lis nusi.. hir
lision lor mr nu:i., rnd die tubfe. BeinB in rht
lab *irh him tnat la{ time sas busincs tu usu]l
He sd alwaF a md siendn b.cDy he (ould

w pdr vulls s&igh b rhe fini+ed product+

trur prxtu.er He was nor€ tird $an urd but
h€ always maMstd r, snil€ md j{,ke.

"aody Movin"'f.ai. J. Rac

XR:'lhi ernindr nr ol x:006 ttiA 5!L rhem(. $r
did ir livr nr the iudi0 snhJ Rdr on rie.urrnd JD*

"dded 
a li} kcyborn bu.hes. He r)ld m€ o hkr a

J. Rar:]le (!di{, didn r tvtri havc a 1200, jN onr
old rhrel turntJbk nd I l,id dosn $tu .u6 oEr
rhedrums. Ir ns.rar! h.diriB tie way he healcd ir
rr.er ir las nixLd do*n.

D*. CdLy: Hr had rha( lull un&.mndrng of(lc

alenb of rh. p{ople hr *orke{i Bnh. II. d .[oor
ptopl€, then sn ha.k nnd ld r[c proje.r h:ve a mind
ol ns o{n Also,Ir'd never da things rrir.. Itt lnew
in lis head how h€ ranrerl n $und in advrn.e aDd
would reaUy ncvd lry xnrrhing in rhc nudn'. He
sould only _do". .hrrdll a d tup ol wJned eneE r

"LoE Movir"' f.rr. Blek Thought
xR: vn, lnow hor da.o .c{,rdt spced u!, and rhe
dru.$ rurn in() $nrerhiDg cli? we sere tisrening
t, rbis disrjoi wlrrc fte dnmx eu.d likc i,fir
crazy shalcrs and we d€ciderl ro do oDr orn version
orthat. Thats Jny on the snnar and el€ctri. bdsFthar
.ai Bas an au-"tuund musician.

33 r, always knew exactly what
he wanted., and eterything
f":.,::":J:* 

))

DILI-/I'S THRILLERS
Key (ollaborators break down 7h, sritring\ standout tracks

"Jtrngle Le" 4..r, MED rd Ouihy sidpsn
KR: Jar wonld {ar our $yrltrns r} ne and ry 'Flip

rhn on (1. rlrrdb. The brs drum paftrn is rhe
qhotu ynigrheres norhing nirkdi. bur k.t\ tlEt
.one in aDd our. Ticre\ m snaf. or brss drum.
ei(i.r: I llipped over a l6-nrh fls,r k,n and uyd
tr Js a krk. rnd he EQcd n up lile I.onLert bas
dn)m l h. $a.c yDnd ii 

'ne 
hiuitg lhr hi,har virh

tko !i.l\, znd Jay Dee on tle tanhourin.s. Jay {as
irppokd o rhtmc on n, bur he ner.. got the.han.€
I got cuihv r) Ly a ve.se qhrro Ja),t wassuppNd r,
beb(:use rhar w.: oneol his aavorirc rrppers.
Gs: I( *d vcry inporbn( for he b ufn€ wnh lir
dind sbk rharJay wN nill here. rarh.. $an lerins
my heavl herr .omp.onhe the chenisrry ol thr
.ong. I w.ote ftai fhym. ii 15 ninnrcs. tr *as like
rhr b€at help.d.o-yrnc thar shir, rhafs how €asy Dilla
ra.ks Dak spndn . I'ure gcniurl

KR: we did abotrr 6ve tra.ks Uke rhis whr.e.lay uould
throw a brcalbe"r.n and sc'djui plar leys over it!
thi was jDs .he onc I chose ror .hc albun. t aotaer
where (h€ drunr are fron Wc used the Al cr€en
break lioh t.i. B and Raknn s Mahogany onone,
bnrle didnt sam ro hav€ samplc issnes.


