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Olll8E: At Tho G5t€3 ol Hell. By Je$e OrGco ' Setre.. Phoros by Gregg Delman,

Ihe Clipses PlshaTsays his unonhodox calmg card s hs way ol expressng thal yo!
Jusl sad lhe sickesi mosl dsqustng lhnq you could possibly say over a tack'

Viewed n qhloilhe Sroups recenthistory. howev6r, Euchhhh"takeson awhoe new
meanng Grndn' n the pockel lor lour years whie lab6l calaslrophe and other drama
deraled ther plans 1or reslo ng €asl Coasl dope deaLer musc lo s righ$u promnenc€
Pusha and his brolhef Ma ce are revolled by whal lheyve seen n the r l me away.

"Wete nol out h€re on ac.usade or anyrh nq bul The Clpse are trying ro bring back rh€
hrp hop lhal we know and love.'oder brolher Malce says over lhe phone lrom a prcmo
lour slop fi Phiadolphia lJ lyic-d.ven hip-hop s dead and go.e, Ihen so am I lcanl
cliange anddo nolhing else'Ask Pushawhal active MCs he e.joys or wanls 10 work wilh
and h6 llel you: Nobody

Far from comp an€rs,lhey re spning on the game lilerally and lquralvey. Be€ased

t4sty.d t lar  A.  Gat |  4 ahc&r ' . !oF- rort  eborh
e i  lmrr 'or  drd t l - " '  oa (Jp Carq o 'o_. 5a drd "-o
Ab.Liva,  onouppng MCs Lke The Game and Juez

o{-  bFa. Add'p,-  q ho\r  c i1o.
spa s aft€r annhrlatnO Hale ll Or Love lt on we Goll,l
Cheap VDrz Pusha lels Sparks lo el em knowlheygol
'aa.  orr  b/  d6,a. f  tF6' lAs.ggcs^ee-re\ .1 .he

l l  r l -6 n rdpe o.no- ' (60Lrpfr ! , Ic le,9",olh-
p orF'b'al$'o1e \er qet Ha h No rr)
parFd'oloi . -p o 2002 i  p lc n. '1a'dwt '  -9ni1)epro,  d"d ' lsaoleedi  1."Fld -
qe Vr.  MF -oo dnd Wc-pworp.oarh)d d q "F
resl ol rhe abum is feenless, 100'r pure cocaine raF
whle every beal6mes counesy ol ther old iiends tor
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Vnglnb B€ach iis Ihe.cmdn'and ,What HappenedTo
rnaiboy Neptunes, nor th6 change ctolh€s. Noptunes
rnar-oei wf tdct\r ||\o .Keys open D@rs a.d .Mamma

_ Tholqh.ot ohna tyconttrmed by J ve Records pusha
I and Mat,ce ar€ prodrsrng th€ onq detayed Lp st see

'whv Hatoween) w€ hn,ng the demons toose.
Mar.e etpians in a separare.onve6a,on one w€e(
rarer. lhrs tno ftofr Oenort fs lury s het hre whal
oener tme lo unteash il lha. Hatoweent,

The srory ol Cpse doesn I beqn n the dope 5pots and
cof,e dens ot Vrginra Aea.h blt qoes lunher bac( lo Gu.
Hr tsoad In rhe BoogE Down Bbnt. qh€re th€ b@th€rs



don'r rhink I und66ro.d the wesl cost u.ril Drc and sn@p and Ine chor,c.'
Whilg Pusha wolldnl 96l bit by the MC bog until y6a6 later, Malic€ hit th6 cipheB

in downlown vi€hla B€ach and linked up wiih D6l Ouo Produclions, or DDe an
onond€d cbw ol schoolFal€s (divided inio rwcman slbgours, h€@ 'O€t Duo")
lhal also includ.d e young ljmbaland, th6n klwn as OJ Tlmmy nh.

"Tim mad€ boals ior our whole crw-l us€d to go d€r his hous€ 6v€ry day aft6r
sch@I, dymi.g in his room.' Malico rccal s. You couldn t ma€ t@ much 'caus lhe
n c @rds on rh€ h€adphon€s dldnl slr€tch, Bur 'llm was rea ly hot wiih b€ats back
lh€n-we'F talking tound 1990.'

A€bE th6y @uld b€gin @nlsmplaling rap c&€€c, the alur6 ol th6 bl@k to€d
bolh bolh€B in. Bolh w6ro kneoi€€p in lh€ cok€ game by lh6 tim6 th€y linished jun-
ior high !ch@|, lour y6aE aparl fron on6 another; rhe brotheE Thomton had alr€ady
b€con€ Neighbo.hood Push and Tne Patty Cak€ Mdn.

"w€ €har€d a @h as k'ds, and wh6n P would gol a glimp.e ol what w6 qoi6g on,
h€'d bo lits G€l thal outra h€i€l' Bur wh€n I mov€d out ol th6 hous€ and @m b@k,
I saw ths 6raci sam€ panofi in him that happ€n€d wlrh me. Hs kn€w th€ sm6 p€o-

Whil6 it $6med lik6 d€r}!n€ in Mrginia B€ach wa a hpp6r during thEs. days.
Mali@ syg rh€ r@.d indusrry appoarcd r€mot€ and inp€netdble to vA cats. Th€
dtug ga.i6, on lh€ otherha.d,,,

'ffte allhodl€sl didn'l know how big ol a pbblEm lt ees in th€ b€ginning," @atts
Mali@, who eys hls Jump inlo th€ gam6 eincid€d with 'New Yortd€ intit arion ot
MEinia B6&n' in thE lal. '80s. "You @uk 6rry it in yoor pe{et and walk around,"

By rh€ n€ the b@rh6B b6gan wlllng th€ir n6€ tre away in NoptuB sltsd pan-
ner Chad Hugois anic, th6ir subj*t matr€r, dd comnitn€nt lo r@tity rap, w6 $t.
Tru€ ro lh€ir d6stny 6 @eine €p s lBt @to.tut puweyo6, th€lr filst singte, .cot

Caughl O6alin9," lighthd.redly r@lnrod Maric€5 eany days in th6 dope gme.
"l got @!ghl dealinq ar rhe ag€ of 15, llke th€ song says," tvtali€ €xptains. .Not by

lh6 polic6, bul my pa€nls. Thoy loq wh6re h w6 qolng do*n, and th€y t@k a I'nb
sroll ro ee whar was going on and I bunFd dgtn inb ,6m. our lamily was r6aly tight
knil, lhatl why it .w€. mad6 $n$. W. drdnl do this ro sudive or ro |osd ktds. I r\€e
r€al lgnorenl-we jusl wanl€d to have mn€y.'

Th6 bDthoB ey rh€y sere hardty bothoFd wh€n thslr d€but Lp, Exd@i@ Audio
FoorEg,e, was sh€lv€d by E6rwsst h€.ords in 1998 (vinyl prmo @pt.s dtd mal<e it
oul, hd4€r, and lh. albun rF5u.la6d ln mo4 as a vinyt boon€g),

'W€!€ alwals tt€aied th. rap gam6 a emthing 6nE, a sid6 hus e," pusha
stat€s. "So iothing had cfEng6d ln our r{l63ty'63. We ws t@ted in.'

Push and Mal w€nl back b the drawing board, lul untiko other unsign€d Epp€rs
willing ro jump on rhe laierr t6nd to 96r th6i. nm6 d a htt r€cord, th€y wo€ in rc
hurry Flaah toNard ro &02 and lh6n fi6n& Chad dd Pharett, now on top ot th€
mlsrc ro 4 sign llen ro srar Tbk, rh6n a n4ry tom6d Fint v6rilr€ $lth Ansb
A@dg Wilh Lond tr,//r'on lh€ way, Clipss l@ld itury announ€ th6ms6tues ro th.
wodd wilh'Gdndin" a ma ag€ ol dinimalist drums, a hypnoLrc synth t€ad and pic.
luB.pet*l l/rlc€l g€ms that hit summr '02 tik6 a bnck,

"ft w* a chan@ io jlst tark, lo Mc,' Mali@ dplains ol the flw-t iendty 'Grlndln"
b€at 'l!6 always b€en 06 ior iy cs. I wa.nl a da@r s the b€ar b coot to nod vour
h6ad lo bul l!€ always b€on om io ask, 'wllat s dud€ sying?-

Th6 s(l@s ol 'Gnndln" and it6 iolla-up, tl/hen Th6 La6t Ijm6," pln Lord wltttn,
oh lho parh ro plarinum sl6. Whh BabyB avhat Happ€ned to That Boy" kodpinq
lh€|r mno on longue rhough rhe fr|lr haf ot 2003, th6 bbtheE h€ad.d back into th6
srudio and b€$n wod< on an album th€yd alf€ady d€cijod lo @t H.t Heth tto Futy.
And lhals wh6n lh€ all-loo-laniliar, cuahyol.th€. jndwlty story thafs d6Ett€d so
maiy hiFhop e6eE s6r ln. Adsra lord€d and its rcsiEr was dBlotuod into Jw
R@rdsi ehlle Phar€ll w8 able to n.gotiat€ hb way out dd bring Star Tni ov€. ro
Inrer@pe, ihe 6x66 ar Jrv€ curiously domanded thst cllps€ €main b€hind as a con-
c€rsion. w n Jiv€ unwillfng ro rcloa.. uell Hath l.lo Fury o@n it8 conplotio or ro
6ven d4lss a nsrk€fing plan suii.bl€ lor tno dreet-orjont€d OEup, tLlt Hath lh FW
w€nr tom a somewhal albilFry album rltl€ to a s€I.lumtfing proph€cy.

Following d unsocces€tu| atempt io lrE€ thems€tv€6 ttm Jiv€ though th€ court5,
Pusha and Malic. rcdd llnd lh6tr salvation in th€ mittaps circuit th6y d tar€€ty avoid-
Ed up lo lhas rim, Comlllng Phllt lah AFLiva (sho app€a€d on Lord Wi[ins {Cot
Dmn") and Sandfia. irfo rh6 R&Up Gang, lh6y h@k€d up with Cttnton Spa.ts dd
dapFd W.6ot ll a Cheap Vot t ln January ol 05,

aV6 we6 h/tng ro spalk th6 @tdda ot bek ln rh€ day wh6n rh66 B@rds cah.
o!1, and to roprcgram rh6 llston€rc to tistoning to that kind ot hipFhop,' pusha oxptains
ol Vol. 1 , whlch l6arur6 rhe crew ihyfting ov6r such insrlmontrts a! EPMD,6 'you'€
A Cuslomei and Lt C@l J!'l Shot Ya,"'yol. zws don€ oui ot lh6 sDi ot @mD€,
liuon. W€ gonna lak6 your @rds and bum owr th6m and now you t€lt m6 whats
hol. W6 sheed who w6 w66 fans to-w6 pickod rhe b€ats and the producsB re tike
and said 'Okay, s€6 how we rek ov€r tour ehii' Wh6n the end ot lh€ y€s rclt€d
aound, Choap 2 was saning plac6s in nuneous publicauons' ysarond b6t a/b!n
lisls-an unp@€d€nlsd l€at ior a black mark€l.€t€.se.

R6-€n€.giz€d and l@!s€d, th€ brcth€E gained 6nough toF.ag6 wlth Jiv€ ro Oo
back inlo th6 siudio b lsd an dmGt €nriBty n€w lirl Halh t/o F!ry

'The o ginal w8 liqhrd lb€.ausel w6 dldnl reatty haw any gdpes then,' Maii@
explains ol tho3e days in 2000 sh6n h6 and Plsha w€re mor6 conc.hed win oartu-

ing lhon mai<oling. nv6 w66 @ming olt ol a plalinom album
.rn lile machin€ was rclling rh€ say w€ €xp€cred, probably bsr
l.r But noe se'r€ ndh€€ dos lo lho same placo. Th€ pasl
lou t€ars rcre dlfiiclh, and lhe only lhlng w€ could do was pul
all ol olr iocls Inio goning way ef*tv€ wlih rh€s€ v€rse€. with
alllhe dEm. lhe lill6 b€emo e much mors r€l€vant.'

Tho album is essenliallv a $lo mission:6ide tom Ab-Liva
and Sandman (who, as opposd io lh6n omnipro$n@ on iho
F€-Up Ganq mixlap6s, only mak6 @mes), lh€ on y t€atoBd
gu€sc aG Ros P Coldchain, Slim Thug (whM h@k on
"WmD Wamo' ws l@d6d belo6 Pusha and Mali@ even
got lh6 b€at) and B'lal, who provid4 th6 h@l o. lhe oOc
dlbum clo$r, "Nighhares,"

'!v€l€ nol coming back lo shaka hsd3,' Malic6 says. "w€
delinil€ry gol a @inl lo povs and lh€.€'s nor a |ol ol cars our
h€f€ lhat do shal we do.' Pushe oll€ls his own succinct €xpla-
nalion: "Th6.6! josl $ many mad6.op @nnoctons and nad€-
up cliqo6-il! a r€alproblom in hiPhop."

Whil€ 6verylhing isl eEctly hunky dory ovd at Jiv6, Clip$
ar6 staying pul lor nor "Evgrybody haps o. rh€s6 lab€ls-
none ol lhss€ lab€ls aint shil and you ain r €var gonna get us
champlonlnq no lab€|,' Pusha sals wh6n ask.d il ha's l@king
lo join Sld Trak aOaln owr al lnlslspg. 'As long as w€ 9ol
R+Up Gang F@ds and w€ can man€wd rh€ mon€y wirh e
corlain l6vd ol n€€n6a w€ wll @nrrol o!. wn d6slinv"

Despilo rumore ol t€nslons b€lw€3n Clipso and The
Noptun€s, th6 Blalionship romalns a h€ellhy on€t in lacl,
Pugha ad liG in Ph.F6ll! \tQinia B€ach mareion.

rol coorss lne€'3 b€€n bullshir bur ihat eys a lor abour Th6
Clip6s -m tako lh€ hlgh rced,' Mallcs says. 'll ov€rybody was
happy alllh€ tm6lh6n emebody rculd b€ bslng tak6. lts not
lhat no Drcbl€m6 6xisl bol how rcu handlo lhom. Wo havE a
@rtain oliqu€tt\e-you dor\ g€r in rh€ public and srarr goino
c.azy €lllno ech olh6r od in publicalions. woft lhough il-
thalS whal lanit d@s.'

As lor th€ duslup ov€r lho nghls to lh6 Wamp Wamp' b€al
(Phd€llappa@nrt eld rh€ b€al |wr6 dJ6 roe nr@nnJni-
calion belw6en himsll a.d Jav-z. who had solicn€d lh€ beet
lor Fory B@nlt'ThalB rcl oLr @4t@e6y." Mali6 dxplains.
'hb a Phanell and Jay-Z thing. w6 lollow lh€ sm6 pEto@r io.
ery rMrd. [ | {nts a song, I am trying lo harry it sd tall in
love wilh il, I n€6d lo ktw lhal ldrd is mln€.'

Fot rlow, 1L11 llath No Fury E b.ing k€pt u.der l@k and k€y.
ll yd want to h€f rhe alblm t!u!6 Ool lo rnd Pu5ha, who
all€gedv @n6s lh6 only @py eond on hls p€lson. But thal
do$nl n€.rssarlly n€an it's €al€ trom rculd-b€ b@tl€ggeB.

'Som dombass er rh€ ehoir [h Mrginia B6ach] etuatty
5tol6 il oul of ono ol Pusna! bags dd didnl Ev€n kiow whal
h6 had, bul we got it bek, " Mali6 says, laoghing ai rhe
thoughl. 'Bul w€ know €verybody in viEinia-wo know alry-

Th€ .@n mision w6 a osaetui one. Pusha dolain!, 'W6
jusl gol il bac{ l'm 6urc h€ gol lk€d or emlhlng bul th€r€
w.renr no charges or nolhing."

& th€y wind lh€i way ldads Hall@6en, Clrpee arc hoprng
ro rel€a66 a thid irutallmonr ol we Got lt 4 cheap lfh..to6
lem b lh€€ 3 no moro hol Lacks," Pusha srar.s) and tinrsh a
lerur€ frlm companion pi6c6lo Hell Hath \lo Futy.

'h's son ol lks ouf 'Sl€€lr b Walching, basically a @llag6
ot dill'.6n1 vid.o6, about oor llv€8 dunng $6 hiatus," ets
Pusha. "Thb album ha a lol ol color but lthink p€opl€ n6od lo

Whll€ ..ncems ovor whorhe. Jive will b€ abls lo marksl such
a had€dg€d album lo a public busy r,oing rh€ Should€r LM
p66isl (paddlsry on t'€ Inl6rn€1, wh€6 rh6 albom d6lay has
b6n on6 ol lh€ maior dlsal3sion loinls on music s(6 rhi6
yoar), Clipe aren'l wod€d.

"l lhink whal's golng to sell this album lo the public is how
hard 

'l 
is,'Pusha says.'Shn,6v6ry eng is e purposolul'

Fi.ishing wh6r€ his lidl€ brohfi 6t otl, Malico adds: "lt Eal-
ly is a v6ry 6mlidd alblm. ll d€picts ev€Mhing, the highs
and lo$, We'6 Balisls, md.'

Chack fo. Clp6€3 H€ll Harh No Fury tatet this yed, Fq nore
/tit rb,l cliMmusic.@m.




