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DJ Red Alert gave him the nickname "Uncle Ralph,' ,  but for young hip-hop f iends n New
York dLrring the '80s and '90s, Ralph McDaniels was l ike a coo o der brother who took you to
a I the fresh spots and showed yor.t how grown fo ks got down. Broadcast ng on New york City
public telev s on station WNYC every weekday afternoon at three thlrty, McDan e s,s y/deo
Muslc Box was the f irst vldeo prograrf to feature primari ly Black music. For years, i t  was a so
the ony place to see "Tnusc televlslon" in New york wlthout a cabe box Whie everyone
from Koo G. Rap to Jay Z got their first TV exposure through ytdeo Muslc Box, the real stars
ol the show were the common man and woTran. Encouraged to shoLrt out their fr ends and
hoods a concept essentia ly lnvented on the show lrdlnary New Yorkers became overnight
celebrit  es lust by wearing the rlght threads to the Tunne when Ra ph and conrpany were if
the house. Meanwhie, as the cofounder (along with felow yMB VJ Lionel , ,Vd Kid, '  Ivlar|n)
of the origlnal hip hop video production company, Cjassic Concepts, I \ / lcDaniels helrned n!
merous classic videos himself, including the Wu Tang C an's ,,C.R.E.A.tvl. ' ,  and Nas,s ,, t t  Ain,t
Hard to Tel ." With Video Music Bax now entering lts twenty fifth year, the show ls sti I going
strong, though t now of y airs on Saturday nights at rnidnight. In 2005, McDaniels added
a second program to hs repertoire: fhe Bridge, which also airs on WNYC, ls an hour ong
tr p down memory iane, excluslve y featur ng o d schoo vldeos f iom NyC-area aft ists. Take lt
l romyourUnce: when i tcomesto rap videos, theyjustdon' t  make'enr iketheylsedto.
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