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ASPOTLESS MI\I  D

fajt Electronica's mJ sterJ) rep euled.
Rs ,Ietae Se.wer

Pr.otog?aphg ,tn Phi Ef,oll

tmost as soon as we begin ourintervew
at Brooklyn streetwear shop Boundtess
NY,lay Electronica dec des that the only
way to properly teu his story is to hop

that bow an! atrow")crypti. sound bites ( ncluding
onefromrgTr! W,lly Wonko ond the Chorolote Fodorf)
intersectw th lyr  csteckUngeverythingfrom a break
upto France'sdecsion to reopen their f i leson UFOs.
Wthnodrumsinthemix,  fs up tolay 's.adences to

"I'd very infl uen.ed by movies,"Jay says, explaining
h s motivation lor the prole.t. "Ihset a y€ne [in
Eternal 5urhinel when Jim ca(ey's charact€r has just
metCtement ne, and she's invited him upfor dr nks.It
wasthefnst t  me you saw h m exct€d, and you.ould
tel l i t  was going to be a pvotalpo nt  in h s l i fe.  But
the musrc you heard-do-do da do do do-do-didn t
makeyou feelso good Iicreatedsuchagoodcontrast
I justwanted to dosomethingthatfelt tik€that "

,1.ti re.eved more than 3o,ooo dir€ct downloads
belore Jay! Myspace suddenty d sappeared at the
end of tast year (the cur€nt prolle oI a Honolulu
photographerw th Large Prolessor n hisTop3atwww.
ny sp aLe..o n / j oy e l.ct rc n i co is san eo n. else).

"Myspace is a good toot but itt trly one avenue,"
Jay says by way of exptanation. while he won't say
whereand how he'lt be unveiling upcoming digital EPs
withgr iWonderandGuit tySmpsonorhisown,4. t l l i
Pdtent5ofNobility(th€se.onn Ep in h s planned tr togy
naylikely beavailabte by the time you readthis), h€'s
been known to make a game ofuploadtnghisrra.ks to

''I wasn't reallythinking,'Let ne putth s mustc our
onthe Internet. ' I twas more ofatest tosee whar k ind
or responses it would get," lay says of a pfa.t.€ that
began withthe contents of5trle Wo^, a demo he had
been usingtoshopforarecorddeal ." l 'd gotoagraphic
design lorum where [there were] peopt€ who weren,t
justs ttingaround lookinglorrap musi. "

In due t me, tra.ks like "I FeelGood,"an upliftingt
sunnytunercminis.entot lay Zin"Izzo"mode,andthe
n ghtmarish "Dim.thyltriptamine" b€gan circulating
around the N€t, tholghth€ pace resenbledtheword
oi mouth movement ofyesteryear more than today,s
instant viral phenomena.

"Rememberwh€n you'd getan album and thatwoutd
be the oity new music you had lor a long time?"lay
asks, emphasizingapoint. "You'd tist€n to it everyday
and reallygettoleelthe songs. Maybeyou didn'tl kea
.erta n songatfirstbut,thre€ months Later, twasyour
favorit€. W€ don't have thatanymore somebody hits
yo! with a mast€rp ece today and youle firsfteaction
is,  Sowhen!yournextproject? '"

one of th€ f rst th ngs you notice when talkingtoJay
Electron caisthatthe nativeof NewOrLeais'Magnol a
projects-home ofJuvenile and the (adle of Bounce
nusic-doesn't have a southern a.cent. Chalk t up to
his vansient tifestyle that, like some sort ol hip hop
Jack Kerouac, hastaken h mtoAtlanta,saltimore, New
York, philadelphla" Denoit, washington Dc, Denver
and Datlasatvarious points inth€ lastdoz€nyea6

"Peoplew tlsay,'Howcoutd he befrom N€worteans
and rap like he does?"'Jay says, e.hoing a common
Internetobseryat on of his abstra.t rhym€ style, wh ch
is more tra.eable to Nas (who appeaE on A.t II) or
Pharoah€Mon.hthenwayneor juve. FuckwhercI 'm
from.I'm from thenoon I love NewOrleans, itmade
mewholam, bu! at theend of  theda, t ! tustaptace.
I rep man and hunan beings."

Born in1976,Iayspllt hischildhood between Magnotia
and uptown's17sWard. "Itwasthe hood,too, butyou
also had a placecalled Audobon Parkwith bigoaktr€es
andthetrolley.You gotachancetoseedifferentth ngs
than in the projectswhereyou realty onty seeonetype
of Life. Soltwasanice balance."

l-le cites his mother, who bump€d Steety Dan's
Goucho non stop grow ng up, and h s Mlv-obsessed
cousln Roshandalorbroad€ninghsmlsicalhorzois.
"I learned thatsongswere lik€ stor es and poems and

Beginning hk travels after he was kicked out of
Lo! sianat Northwest€rn state Un veG ty dur ng his
first semest€r, the tormerle'RiAllahtookon th€ name
Jay Eledrcn cawhilework ng on asho.t lved prote.t

a Greyhound to New OrLeais. "Let! €at, meet my
mom. Let her tellyou what happen€d to her in rh€

wh te th s pLa. ultimatelygoes unrealized dueto
his impendingtrip to Israelwith Erykah sadu and the
t me constra nts oI magazine pubtishing, Jay i5 dead
serous, and he lollows up several days later with a
phone .alt to see if it's st tl possibte. lntervi€ws are
toolor.ed, he argues,which iswhyhe! avoineddoing

"Il I nevertalk to you again and then I see you in
the street or at a partyand sar 'what up, thafs the
guy who did such and su.h,'thars bullshit,, he says.

In recent months, the3r yearold MC, who's spent
the past dozen years roaming nomad cally between
nearty as manycities, has emerged as hip hopt first
reaLen gnaolnotesin.ether iseolMyspaceand MP3
blogs made ubquity an imperative for allrapperson
thecone up. Butturn ngdowninterv ewsann hoUing
ba.k on the web (he doesn't have a webste at the
momentand deteted h s Myspae acount) wouldn't
exactly be a Iormula for success if he d dn't atr€ady
havethe Internetand ns dersalike goingnutsov€rhis
musi.,and his uniqu€ approa.h to releasingit.

Debuted through hk now-detun.t MySpa.e page
last year, Ad ri Et€rn,l s,rshine (fte Pleds4-the
t 6t part of a trilog, which w lt cutm nate in his
debut album, Abla.dddbro, Let fherc Be Lighr-
servedas most people! introduction to the world of
Etectronica. Built entirelyfrom lon Brion's haunting
score Ior Etefndi s,nshine of the SpotJ€s Miid, Iive
''tracks" ptay across one r5 minute MP3. Foltowing
Legend stoking monologues about Jay from co-
5 gnerslustBlazeandErykah Bedu(whoexplainsthar
he looks tike an al €n and "a mythicaL.reaturewhod
have a bow and atrow on his back and wings under



"Fuckwherel'm from.
I'm from the moon."

t,



n BaLt imore.In Detfoi t ,  years Lat€r ,  he found h mseLt
n the same so.at .n.le as J DilLa, though dre Lato
pfodu.er had atready moved to CaLiiorn a n hopes of

"When I fi6t met D tla, t wa5 :.tuatLy ro got
Perm ssion to use beats that I had just used fron Iis
bent tapes to shop ror a deaL," lay re. ! lL5. .But I  aLso
wanted to get h s reedba.[, to see how he feLt about
what I did to them. DonI get ne wrong, .ats ripp.d
them beats but I reatLyfeLt at home on trenr.,,

Anoth.r  Detroi t  .onn€. ton was Mike .Chav,
Chavarna, the engineer responsible for the td.r[ed
out effe.ts that add .oLof ro Jay! vefs.s ,lny
ELe.troni.a the entity is ne and Chav rogethef,,,hy
says Be's /espons bLe forthe so!n! ."

EventuaLly,  he round h swayto tho B,ookLyn home.r
Erykah Baduwho, as nated in h.r nonoLoguefrom A.t
I ,  mmediateLyde. idedtostartare.ord Lab€t ,connoL
FreaQ Itrfi6t rel€asewiltbet6ra.adabn: Lerlhttr Be

' ' Idon' tknow f  he!  go ngtop!toutaduaLatbumt
he,s pr.tty su..esslul w th I Neronty r€teas.sl, and
that's the new reatnr of m!sc," Badu says ]ay ligures
prom nentLy on her New Amlrykdh LP, on wh.h he,s
oed ted as co executve prod!.ei, and aLso app.trr5
aLongs de heron 9 wonder's upcomingLP, Ih. woidtr
Y€ar lt's rumored that the pa r are more than rust
trends though, when as[.d, they respe.tlutt! de.t ne

Withrddi t ionalappearancesonThe Roots 'up.oming
album and another Ldng awated retease wele
not :t Liberty to namd, Jay'5 days of anonymity trre
qui .kLy.oming to an end He is.utrentLy d.v.Lopng
a p.dorman.e he sayswi lL ta 5e the bar on th.3h!w,
not just  n h p rrop, butmu3. n general ."

' ' I t 's  L ike a revre l ron the'ros or !os thr t .omes
to town and lor maybc three days in a week," lay
explains You slt d.wn and youte served lood rnd a
.urtain opens and I .ome out and taLk to the peopLe
Aventr  toqu st ,s duhmy might walk out of  a wooden
.ab net and pef lofn Voodoo Man'The.urt !  ns may
open and you see m. per lorm ng a song.ha ied r  a
tanI of  wat€r . I ' lL b.  performing mag. ] r  rLt  bu Ld5.
Even i lsomeone didn' t  L ike t ,  t  wl l t  be an.xpenence
that wi l t  st  .k wirh them."

H€ p lansto d.but the show n New York:nd New
Orleans th syeir  Notthathe's narush

''Most p.opLe wake up everyday and are wotried
about do ng sturf based on t me," lay tays..l used to
feeLl  ke I  gortadoth s,  rh s and thar berore th s t rnr€,
but  I  don' t  laol thatway anymore "
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