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When Bill Stephney arfived at Ad€lphi university in 1982, he cou dn't have imagined hed help birth
a cu tural phenomenon on the order of Publlc Enemy, turn Long lsland lnto "Strcng lsland," and play a
pivota lole ln hip-hop's maturation. But these were just a few of the results of Stephney's involvement
at WBAU-FIV (90.3), the campus radio station at Adelphi, where he had won a four year Urban League
schoarship. tjnder the future Def lam president's guldance, WBAU would become a one'of'a kind talenl
incubator from which a relative diaspora of suburban Black kids-many of theft only several yea6
removed from Bronx and Harlem addrcsses-wou d bum-rush the burg€oning show that was urban, five-
bo oJgh hip-hop

To be fai,. St phn., "ould ,rp 'n'o r nl.n' pool 'h-'
boihe6 Hrnk.nd Kenh Boxl.y (or sho.kl.., as they had
besun .J l ins . tcn{ lv$.  hrd, l rcrdv bcaln .orr l l . r "

'1 o tpe.uum Ciry. ,he mob,le Dr q ,h.y io,med n ,he,l
\"Te own oi R@f\eh dunne ,hc md. o,. By ,he ,,mc
ofhn rlnal, ! u alEadr hd t handful oa R&B Dis c{d-
ins to rllc local Black communiiy in Bob Tbomas, Rusy
J, and J. D. \q.L.r. But, inspned by a summe, job he'd
hnded in the pmorions depa(nerr rt local rock *rtion
wrR, St.phngmuld sr into notior a chrin ofevens thlr
would6,k wM!on.ofrh€counryino$uniquecolleEe
ndio sirio$ until ift demise in 1995.

's | .Rw,.  omof 'h. .orn, . '  .  
'op p oB's ne 'o. [  - r

tions-th.jo.k jok€d r6und rnd played ey€rythins from
Charlie Daniels b Herbi. Han.o.k," Stephney expl.ins,
'''Ihen th.y chary€d ro dew music, playing songs lile
'Bur la lo cJI i  wi th new rr . .  r r  r r . ,er ,  .  on, , r ry ro Bta. I
rudio.  whrh qs f l8,d In ontv pL!,n8 to\ . .o,kded psb.
Vnen I  Bo ro !^u,  I  wrnicd ro Dl . 'hr . I i ,ude.nd,ppt)
it to a format rcminhcenr of ihc hip-hop gi$ wh.re we
h.ard everyrhing f,om Knfrwdk to Bob Jih.s. coll€se
ndio * the tihc ws bdically new music shows playing

'h.  D-.d K.nncdr. .  t lo.k ofSergul l . .  brr . r  M. ' . . ' .d ibtywhr. ,omc SoI d plrv.oncrhrng|ke looMrnv. 'e.p,
by the Brsh Ta.$, then T-Ski Valleyand Spoonie cee."

Landing a rh@ &om rn io one on Monday nights-r

tih. slot that vould be.omesyrcnynousvith Long IsLnd
hip-hop Sephnq r2un.hed 7r. M| Bill Shotu, Anlina
.he lsr  prr  lo hn'nos.tr  zrh* l -en f  . .pd,ed "  T-Tbel
ofLonglsl.nditop DJ .rew in Adelpiit cafeerh.

''l pi! .fing thn hodbl€ gun .pounds .alled rhe
Addoh, Bu'eo, rnd I  r$ t i .  BU) xcJing d \p. ! r 'ur
a ' rvd. ld.- \ .phn9 - . r l l 'o fhnf ! .n.orn ' r '  wirhrf .
fu iuE Lhu. l  D. g rpfr  dF,Br m. io '  Cr ' l ,or  Rid.ntou'
" lv.ryon. 

-ho 
*. r r  ro p.  r r ,  in 'h.  BLr, I  p. ' r ,  of  I  o. ts

lsland kn.wsp..hn, lbud Adelphi w,s a pr.dominanrly
\vhiE subudan conmud college-no$ of the popuh-
tion w.s inio Dad logelbery or Rush. So I v* lik , H.y,
what arc youdoing h.r.?"' while chrck recalls rhn ne*
ing o. .utr 'n8 rr  r  bu.  qop borh rg 'e.  r le .or . . '$r 'on
ended wnh St.phnry inviring Chucl and the Rs of Spec
(un to join him ar D^u.

Although pi.lious incainfions ofSp..tiu6 City hd
included sevcnl D,s, rhc 1931 ve6iod.odsisr.d of pronoter/
idermrnHrnk.hu.Ik.  VC.hu. l i .D.hlpen,rBu,. \
Casidy, and Keirh "Wizard K-Jce" Boxlcy as rhe sole o1
rTermrnJ'of \  rh.n \o 'mrn "M.Lo.D- Fog. ' .  $oL'd,o 'n

'''Illey all had a lor of.hai!6a Buri Csidy Ler
vorked as an Eddi€ Muryhy l6ok lik , which is lunnl
beue all thc Spe.tun .as grw up wirh E.ldi€," Sephnel
q\ ,  "H", inB,hen..m.ni .d, f  r  de:  ot .  orbrr i rg r te.  "oL

F



urbln DJ thinswnh thn qk and @llish fomar bu phying
h,p hop.tr{ i " l l  hA..  h, ' rk ' ( rndd' t r  i .nr  v '  '  And mc
6 the cenrerpi.ce, because l ernd.d like lhe convenrional
rdio suy. Monda/ nigh6 b.cim. a clubhous. It was one biE
snap sesion, wirh sports i,lk, political ralk, and nusic."

As Sephn.r did inm th. program dnatois roh, he sre
\pe. 'rum,h.i' oqn \rurdrynrghr'hoso$. 7b. (,rp lpa
tu- MLa Shoa, ft.n t3oro..c. rvcagrecdradiogaveus
My bdcr .xposur than rhc mixtapcs w. were doing," sals
chuck. \\c .ouldni underknd why people wou'd ,pend
noney on wiat yon could tzpe ove! thc !dio, BLs and Kiss
w.r.n, do,ng mtrihos.'hcn.'o se *c( able ro be rn Jlk
nativ€ and eive people what they rcally mnEd."

Crllins him€lf "Cd Rld(.' chuch besrn uinB hD
booning voice to call spots gancs. vhil. answ.ring
phone, lot It. M. 8 t u 5t'o4. he rl,o,opp€d, he,oon,".
be ubiquitous tem "Stons Island ton r cdl..

.vc n.eded a s),$em for ansverins pho..s, so I neit.d
giving nicknam.s to 1ll the rowns," Chu.l( says. .wirh rh.
exception ofAdclpiis c2npus, Grd€n City va d ,ll-
\)shir. 

'oqn, bu' i, wr( rdir..f[o H.mpqdd Roos.vdr,
rnd. { , ing oi6,h.  ,own<,h. ,  hrd b(om. p, .dom,nrn, .
8b.k lo l lowingwhohsk Whir .  f ighi  in rh.  60.  rnd:o, .
"Uniondalc b.crm. ChiI Cny, H.mp$eid wd rhc Hills
and,h. H.igh6, andlhcnwas anaEaby th€ bN,..minal
wc called Temitcvillc. Roo$vdt ks alEady th€ vclt rnd

F!€epo( ws llrcdy the lo!t, but v€ reallydpind.d upon
it. That thse nama $uck the vay rn./ did ,eallv showed
the porer ndio and music h.d fo. hishachool kids."

Chuck and H.nk fuitheled Srrons Lhnds idcn(iry by
recluiting and coordinating g@ups ro nak. ap6 for D^u
rnd per lorm a spe(rrum p. ' , ie. .  Ren' ing:  rud.o a '  t to 5.
t r .n l l in A\c.  in Hcmpne.dw'r f  p odu.e' .1r . .  Le'n.m
srdk' rnd rrul sh,b.,. ,h9 b.g.n brng'n8 ou' budg{
Gcordinss. w. made our own nusi. becruse th€re v6nt
.nough hip-h6p rcords .o play on ou show" Chuck says.
wc ne.d.d ,o 6|| ,h€ .p/.. Bu, o.opte rtwry|hou8h,

thcy v.ic adual rccods."
"N-4r," rh. 66i song mad. .xpr.$ly as a promo fo!

vtr^u, f."turd Bui.h Ca$idy, Chuckic D., rnd Tont
"T.A: ,{llcn of rh. Towdhorse _rhrce, wirh music and cu$
hy K-Ja. "N-ar va rh. hu, ihat wcft ftom Roosvelt to
H.mp{od-r  ,h.  , ipp. , (  MUtd b. In,hcbrct  u.rbun
,ng. , .cal l ,  Bu,.h cr( 'd)  "hol , rc,  recodcd lo,rNrrrd
PronL R..ords s Bfich casidyt FunkBunch lndArion
Alhn (h^ f l  l  nrn.) . ' *p( , t r .1s.  l - ,om,hdc. wc DLyed n
on s^u rnd p€opl. kre likc, Howcanwebedown? "

Gronps lik ,h. Townho$.Ihrc. (lacr known o Son
of Brze ) ,nd rh.  Choi . .  I rveM(\rsho morphed rnro
Arista artirG Scrious L.. Finc) soon cderyed ftom thes
se$ionsi L.ad.$ of ,h. N.{ school, Young Bhck Tenrs-
eh. and Kint \  of  rFsu,.  *outd io,m ,n r  . ,m,I / r  f r ,h



ion yeas latc. The Townhouse _threet Ton/ lA. Allen
would inadv€i,endy inrodu.e Flavor Fhv io the Spe(rum
fo d trhen he broughr hr prno pla)rn8/liend ro plrr a d
Srevenis "rvas Dog a Donut" over a beat.

.hu.k remembs, ordef ln8 rhe Lype'r . r t re IL!  |
Jn ss 'ne thone'  drr18 hF 6- '  v ' . i '  'o  vB{ .  He rr \ .
k l  l ,emembei $e ne,e jok ' rB.  I  Jn you 'TrB're r  l " 'o
having l showr'" Chu.k says. Billgay. hin on. th.n a.d
,h(- t\e Mt DJ t kn. \t ouGd inta 'he \tp. V.,ttLd
Yi . r , ,  or  \ / ru 'dA n'Cfr . rndqrkl l '  '  akd rnLrh'n"

"n 
L.  , r i " r  in popul  r ' .  You "rnr ro h k rbour. l r . .

sic ifrhose t,pes were unearthed-" Chu.k p.urs. Hs
,r-"  *" ,  l .  To. ,  rn,qu. rnd ,h.  mo{.80rA,, . " t .  A.
manr people loved it as har€d ii."

ne hor. of "rorhe populrr s{ \hos. tl r', 4,,r.
vrdr-svml of whom would l^ret jd,n 7h. Hourtd Stn
Jr,krCrD"Brbrbooq Dell {bba'ei reldedAdelphinr}n
, ,me d$hed a mehod 'o mer\u,e,he popul{ ,ny ofs{  \
.ho* " t \e,"  phone., l r )ou 8o, mdn, r  hundEd penp(
$erc lhren.n8. .hr , l  re!r l l \  "Vhi ,h q bul l ' \n in." l
lege radio, vhoeve. calh is prcbablt the onl/ ones listening.
BLr r  $. ,e 8e, ' .ng 1 'ne,)  p\one !{ lh on r  \ : rudr)  n 'ghr.-

Inreresingly, mrny of rh€se c211s.2me fron rhe cit).
"B^u had a nrons fanbde in Southe{iQue€ns," Scph

n.y exphins. Th€ signal v.s only one hundFd wrs, bur
r lc)  ^. 'c  oa\ r$.n ' )  m. iurc\  r$r)  i f ' .h \ r .  . ro l .

h€.ause rhat vrs beconing ih. hern ofhip-hop. The liri
np artii we had thc ndti.n was Spyde.D. Guys like
DJ DN Frnd l r 'a '  )  Mr 'h,newe,e.h,en,n8.*t i ,hwd\
.-r .  b.  .ur$c lo- \ '  J  up'o, \ .m. Ddy DMX{nd Ku"n
Blo"rrr .up" 'uund,h, ."me.Incrrh 8, .nyloudmoJrl '
t  r ld Rr*el l  " . '  .  ,4 n 'ng abou, hr b,orhe'  .o ln8
or,  "rh r  ' (o 'u " '  \  'h^ guv DMa vehrdrhcm.om.
io,  whi i  |  ,h 'nk {r . ,he, ,  f i i ,  Inre,ve$ r id,rr  '  ih.n
rhings $dd akinS of io, rU ofus.

In , rme. Ru L DM..  and l ry $ould b3.re .cmi.r tg l .
l . r .  d B^'  and,heB*. ' .eBo). . I t .oolJ.Jnd h.  r . \n-
tned Fd Boys ({ho changed then nlme lion th. Disco I at
(  hu.k. .ugce'oo lo l lo*rnBr cr8r Adelpl i l  MLld do om.
oithen 6Br, iinot then vet,fir$, interviex ai the $adon.

"The s^u en wswhen evqrbody connect.dwirh eich
orh{," Keith Boxley lecalk. People calkd Long hhnd
'county, but you could hear rll rhe nev snn on B^u two
veek befoE an)one elr. \(/e didnt h2ve to wait fot what
the city was doing, In thoe dar, we nn a.lub c,U.d
Fn,ou' ,Be leople r ion B_ool l )n rnd 'he B'on\ . rm.
through, vhich was unherrd ol b(rur ir wr anothd half
hou,e.-  oIu.  t \e!"bod) obet inen.nE,oB{ $h,t-r f r )
were driving out to the club."

V/\ i le .  boon 'o r le k"oo. iJI /B- be8rn prnp-
ing s{ , '  f l  r '  \e{  le ' .e)  r rd t .  B'oi \ .  r f r  .  r r 'o. '
. i8n" rU.q ' .ded JJn r \en')  r i le.  'o r le er!  n1n'ng
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i':;i liiiii )ii,it;l:uj,lltit:1i,:
it wrs oui oa rrng€ for h.ads in C.nraltstip, Brenrwood,
. ,d vyrndrn-h_ p,edon,,  ,nty Btr .k,otrr  .1rd r  e
Sufolk Countywirh rhen own btrB€oning hip hop s..nes.
B^u tapes 6rde the rip, bowev{, s,ys AI AJ Rok'wood
son ofthe JVC Force, who.Fdits wBAU as an insphaiion
tor rheir seminal r9ft hn, Smons kland."

we hcr 'd.hJ, l  !y.ne \rong t . t ,nd rnd.rrn.J
J ing i  .  Ar r l . .  I 'me, rou i r l l  t - rd ro b.  I .om ,hr borcdBl
to beconsider.d hip-hop. Vh.n tne), played.Sronststand.
on BAU /ss he,, cri, lon Brookl,n .2Ied sayins ,hq
{eie sonrJ bdh ,u\h,he.kr,on. be..Lv rhev r to,8n, t r .
! -eJi . . i rB'h.n Ve $.  

'cJ r . '  
-y.nA rou doni  hAe ro ur

, '^a '1.  i ' !  robc\rp. \of  . !or . rnbet,om.omeqht.
clse, aM we were from Long ktand."

Anorhcr crs who lound a home d sau Ms rhe Concepr
. ,e i  $ho $.u.d b- om. o, i8 inr .  .o1-ep. . Ier , ,s,  rna,o
D. i j rn l . r  br .onnunr r ' ,on.  

-ao,, rna 
,  no. ,  

"  n, .
B o$n r  o ' .+ voutd tut-  f ler  \Ff t -ns .  VondA r iShr
. lor  r l 'er  V' .  Bi l l  8mc-J 'ed .nd mo\ed inro r  navrnq eie Jr
I Mtr o!k!. vLr to,q.i n.t,n 

". n,or,.*"ii"1,,.
would also b. the indvsb, bnthptac. ot public En;ny._ PublicEnem), No. i was hade in 1984, twoler6 bcfore
'here wa r lrb i , n.T\." i nu-k .\ptrrn.. \om.bod)
wanrd b b{dcne,soI madeds{ion pronoouroair.I wA
i big rollenk{ing buf, 2nd Blov your Hcad, w{ rhn b,s
undeqround thingin oura!ea. Kids ai th€ Roosveli Roll.,
Rink us.d to skare rhet ases olI duing rhat pan wherc th€
gL rrr  q.nr , , . r r l ' r l  f tc  Ftr  rd ,d , r ,  .o onng ,h pr, ,

brck, bur n was iDposibht lt was atvays in my head, .tfrhat
her '  . " r l , l  un he lons,  . .  t  mJde \hd I  *rnred ru r(" .
all tharrimewith a pau:€qpe, rh.n rapped over n. When I
brcught nb Bru,hm MAefJlyw1s sifting dere wnh D!e.
JrI thoughr itFT hor aidgrye n b RickRubin. tt be.a",c
r Bau raple th€n bok on a lile of ir own."

Ano,hs sau $,ph ,hr iook ofwas Dre and Ty,one "T
Vort-  Kdna. Knov rJSe M..-  I  ikc fubt i  tn"mt.
rbe song wrs €sentialry r $2tion pbmo ( r went to checti
oui Mr. Bill, mo$ chill") bur with ns pion€ering cohbi
n,tion ot 3o8 kicks rnd ch@me{attling ba$, n secured a
D.fjamd.2l for Original Concept. Sho(ty rhueafrer, Rick
Rubin-who had since hired sephderd rh. hbell publi
cist-clme Iooking for chuct to sign r deal.

whi le 
'he ' r l .  

d ho* (  hu.k J-nred F,,k Rlbin\
.e.od cond(t otfds baauFhe thousht he *T too old ro
be an Mc has b€en we -do.unenred, ns at$ rue thft h€
prefc,ed a crer ar r jock b one d in a(nr.

|  $rn ' .d 'o do ' rd io mo'e rhJn I  qrnGd ro d.  re.ord. ,
.hu.  t  

-y\  
r$J,ed, ' t ,  w. h. .  8on.!r  t lomhe,.ut l , "d.

bacl in th. d2, we would have bceh dominant. \rc wec
l i le r .  nmb.n.r  d ot  Red \h, , .  rhc wo, ta t -Jmu, .  \up,ere
reim "rd rr  in lo 'mrronr l  r l ink iJ i r  Brt  in 85 "rd'86, w. *de tooking { doing s),ndicfi€d ladio. Rusell had

broughr some prerty qedible sponsois like Spfte, Swat h,
rnd {didr, 'o rl-e 'rbl.. I Frth ,ho rCh, n -outd hr\e b.rl

\yhile Public Enen/vorld uke chuckand qew av,-
f.om D^u, D- inft.;d hir p.*-. , a. 

"",'- ",.i



^ttd 
naki^E St/rishr Jion the Baah.nt 0f Kutry Hishl

wnh OriginalConcepr and touringasrhc Bea$ieBovi DJ.
"l hft th.showin ko-ho*l 'i(ildhin Scve s hands, went

on rou!, rnd came right back rnd @ok ir over rgtih," Dre
srys, \i/e always Lept tbe crew tog.(her, .nd w. d always
6nd somebodl registerdatAdelPhi so wecould Pt then in
rhe in 'erv etr  \o \eJ d keet gn rg d.  'ho$'  Around 'h ' '
rim€, r pG-roNs Bu$a Rhymes rnd Charlie Brown be81n
cuaing.la$esat Unio.dale High Schoolto answer Phones
and hing out 2r rhc $rtion Dre could use thc helP I h3d
Monda, Thu6dax Frid.y, Saturday, and Suday niShc
2nd I wis on Monday ihrough Friday in the morningi
r l - r  h^r h ' t  rop nornrn8. lo" rnlahe' .  vy '  D'e .
*ould so on to hos "wakeuP" shows on dajorcomnd.hl
rdio rliions like New York\ vaHr+M ( Hot 97"). "l usd
ro go to shool, work in, norc, do EAo, rnd Dr Parti€scverv
*cekend. I hrd a van with a big double bed in rhe brck rnd
I ddeep ther. or ar the $Iion, get uP 2nd go to ch$ '

Following Dte and T-Money's deP^ntte lot Yal MTv
i,1, in I9ss, "\)qildnrn Sleve Adtf,;s Ihe Hj?'Hol 516
held dsn Monda/ nighb until the **ion\ closure sPin
bad, DJ Edips, andCiPhr Sounds ireamongth. Dls vho

Bor rn. ' r  r /d io fcd * . r  .p inn 1g r lonS. ide rhc . \otr  rc ' i
denr D,, RDofCrodkltnChn lime

'vhile hip hop shows hrd b.cone sandard on collese
adioby thk tim., st.vcand co_ho$ Marnie4n blazed nev
dir.crions virf' Finr lla d Dtldg,., I n€wsy, hour long
c,lli. segnenr. 'leople lilc Chuck aDd Doug E F.€'h
crlled in and dkcu$ed issuen" Sreve sayt "To thn day, no
onc n rcall) discusing roPics z,/playing 6rsic "

Lons beloe n would b(ome the nation's hishe$jii''l
urb.n mording show, a. eirly vesion ol th. Sttu z,d
Bt. ViA Shou aned o^ B^! lor severrl months in 

'99t''I need.d r way to pronore my mrgrzine I was Publish-
in82r th€ time," explain! Star. aka TroiTorain. "ftwas my
6rrdibbhinropdio.  Ercntual lytoomanylet t$ot .on_
plains ro rhede.n\ ofice gor me io$ed off Therhin$ we
$. ' .  i r lk ing rbour .  k.  Inrer ' -  L dr 'n8.  t re ' . ,oo '  'qua.
which was amusi.g, bccause Garden Cny vas th. rane
b*n suppo(ing Howrrd Stern Ah, Caiden Cny-the

SfleBl nonihs hter, Ad€lphi Presid.n{ leter Dirnrin
dopoulos, who would soon b.ou$ed fotrsins rhoolfunds
r\  h, .4xn p. i \ond. orn\ : . !ounL sld of f  r l -e nr '  r '
license for a fracrion of its ulue vnhout .onsuLing rhe nu
dent govenneni a$ocilion, which funded vBru Being
rr  r  6 'd.n '  n) .  \ome PcoP'e d,  'he rd 'or  mgh'  h" ' .
been too Black," \vildmin Sieve snggcss. Butth€admin-
n@tion wasprobablyafiaid the fa.uhy mightrtywhai *rs
really going on vnh Diiman,loPoulos

_lhe downiall vs in.vitrbl€, Steve sugge$s "Hot 97
kind olderioyed unddground rrdio. BeaoF, hip'hoP was
only on dre veekends. Even tvo yeais dovn the line, knls
growing up onll knew HoI t7"

Uh'n.reh r  F-L.o 'e 'T"rr .  o ' f , , l  B{ $e'  1.
nr)  o l 'he Lt lca' .k.  Bur '  qh' .  \de Pr n - l f  f , i led " ' , '
ognize rhesignili.rnceof thendetuncrnrtian ils torm.rDn
r.nainprofuseinthenPraisefotrheir .2dior lmamrt.r '

''Thos wde,he bst ysrs ofmy lih, srrDre nllrhe
doos that opeftd fo, us, opened becrusc of*hat wc did
th€re. Oth{ .olleg6 wde doing hip hoP Ihe diiiir.nce
wrs, at E^u, th. show vas the icing. The work, the Pronro_
rion, thepiti.s, cvelythingels ihrrA thecrk€" O


