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Ken Marino has appeared in nearly 
two-dozen network TV shows over the past 
decade, but the West Islip native’s most 
memorable role just might be as “Louie,” a 
faux-sitcom character with a preposterous 
catchphrase (“I want to dip my balls on it!”) 
who periodically appeared on MTV’s The 
State between 1993 and 1995.

“People still come up to me and recite 
State lines,” say Marino, 38, of the long-since-

cancelled sketch-comedy series, known for 
exceedingly irreverent skits like “Louie” and 
“$240 Worth of Pudding” (in which velour-
coated playboys “Barry” and “Le Von” derive 
erotic pleasure from rubbing their fully-
clothed backsides in “$240 worth” of tapioca 
pudding).

That Marino, who has had reoccurring 
roles on Veronica Mars, Men Behaving 
Badly and Dawson’s Creek, is still most 
closely associated with a program that has 
never aired in re-runs or been collected in 
its entirety on DVD or VHS as yet (MTV 
has finally agreed to release all three seasons 
in a DVD package this November) speaks 
to the unusually strong bond between the 
cast of The State. More than a TV show, the 
group came together as an improv troupe 
at NYU, which all 11 members attended in 
the late-’80s and early-’90s. And despite a 
breakup of sorts that occurred after the show 

was acquired and then unceremoniously 
cancelled by CBS in 1995, cast members 
continue to work together on projects like 
Stella, a three-man troupe (and short-lived 
Comedy Central TV series) made up of 
State-ers Michael Ian Black, David Wain and 
Michael Showalter; Comedy Central’s Reno 
911; and The Ten, which debuts in theaters 
this Friday. Co-written by Marino and Wain, 
who directs, The Ten—a series of absurd 

vignettes very loosely based on the Ten 
Commandments—includes appearances 
from all 11 members of The State. It’s the 
second film this year to achieve that feat: 
February’s Reno 911: Miami represented the 
first time every cast member appeared on 
screen together since the CBS “Halloween 
Special” that spelled The State’s demise.

“I always say that we never broke up,” 
Marino explains during a recent junket for 
The Ten at Manhattan’s Regency Hotel. “I 
try not to talk about [The State] in the past 
tense.” At the Regency, The State seems very 
much alive as Marino and Wain joke about 
future collaborations (Wain: “We pitched 
a TV series—every week it’s about a new 
commandment”). Marino, who has spent 
the past decade pursuing more dramatic roles 
(“I wanted to prove I could make progress as 
an actor,” he says of his move to Los Angeles 
in the mid-’90s) appears to be his old ball-

touting self, greeting a reporter who’s just 
entered his hotel suite with a rendition of 
Phil Collins’ “In the Air Tonight” sung from 
the bathroom.

2007 has seen Marino return to his 
roots, not just in sketch comedy but also on 
Long Island. His first script to see release as a 
feature film, the LI-set Diggers, now available 
on DVD, was given limited theatrical release 
in April. Borrowing from his own family’s 
history (Marino spent much of his childhood 
in Moriches, where his grandfather and uncle 
worked as clam diggers), it tells the story of 
an East End community on the brink of 
change in the 1970s.

“I saw certain members of The State 
having a lot of success writing [movie] 
scripts so I gave it a shot,” Marino says. “It 
wound up being Diggers which was more 
of a personal story and not so much of a 
broad comedy but, through it, I got the 
bug to write again.”

That bug led him to reconnect with 
Wain on The Ten, which, with its skit-like 
vignettes, plays like The State on film. In 
“Thou Shalt Not Covet Thy Neighbor’s 
Property,” two suburban dads (played by 
The State’s goofy Joe Lo Truglio and a stone-
faced Liev Schrieber) horde CAT scan 
machines in their homes to the detriment 
of their family lives. Marino plays a doctor 
who leaves scissors inside of a patient “as 
a goof” while Winona Ryder pokes fun 
at her own brush with the law, playing an 
emotionally confused woman who falls 
in love with and steals a wooden dummy 
from a comedian.

“Every year or two everybody from The 
State gets to talking about how we’ve got 
to do a movie together,” Marino explains 
of the initial inspiration for the film, which 
also stars Famke Janssen and Paul Rudd 
and has appearances by Jessica Alba, Rob 
Corddry, Justin Theroux, Adam Brody and 
Gretchen Mol. “David [Wain] had this idea 
to assign a commandment to each member 
of The State. When that didn’t work out, 
[he] and I locked ourselves in a room for 
seven days straight. Back in The State days 
we’d put titles in a hat and whoever pulled 
it out had to write a skit based on that title. 
We basically used the Ten Commandments 
in the same way for this movie.”  

�e Ten is in theaters Aug. 3. For more 
information go to www.thetenmovie.com.
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